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Desert Storm Video Question Sheet

1. What new weapon technologies were used for the first time by America during the Persian Gulf War?
The satellite surveillance system was one of the new technology used Persian Gulf War. GPS receivers were found in new artillery weapons as well as a system referred to as Army Tactical Missile.
2. Who was the leader of Iraq during the Persian Gulf War? What was he like?
Saddam Hussein was the president of Iraq during the Persian Gulf War. Saddam commanded the attack and occupation of Kuwait. Saddam was known as the greatest dictator in Middle-Eastern. He practiced authoritarianism in his leadership term.

3. How big was the Iraq Army in 1990?
By 1990 Iraq's president had increased the number of troops in the military from 180,000 to 900, 000 within the past decade. This resulted in Iraq's arm been 
4. Why did Saddam invade Kuwait in 1990? What country did Iraq fight a war with from 1980-1988?
The aim of Saddam in ordering the Kuwait invasion was to acquire the country’s oil investments, enlarging the power of Iraqi and withdrawing a huge debt Iraq owed Kuwait. In 1980-1988 there was the Iran-Iraq war. This was a result of a lengthy military conflict between the two countries.

5. After Iraq successfully invaded Kuwait in August of 1990 how much of the world’s
oil supply did Iraq control?
After Iraq successfully invaded Kuwait, they managed to gain control of 20 percent of the world’s oil reserves. 
6. What did the world fear Saddam would do with his army after successfully invading Kuwait?
The world was afraid that Saddam would order his army to go to the south and attack Saudi Arabia.
7. How come it was so controversial for Saudi Arabia to allow American troops into
Saudi Arabia and use its territory to liberate Kuwait?
Saddam threatened the western oils in Saudi Arabia. Saudi was not ready to lose their reserves hence they had to protect them.
8. How many countries joined the United Nations Coalition in Operation Desert Shield and Storm?
The allied coalition comprised 39 countries. Some of them included Egypt, Germany, Niger, Canada, France, Norway e.t.c.
9. What American general became the supreme commander of the coalition?
General Norman Schwarzkopf of the United States Supreme Command.
10. Why was fighting in the desert so dangerous for a modern army?
Extreme climatic conditions and low humidity were a great challenge in the desert. The desert terrain and cold environment were dangerous for the modern army.

11. How did the Iraq Army treat Kuwaitis?
Kuwaitis were ordered by Iraqi soldiers to replace their Kuwaiti license plates with Iraq plates. An extensive system for security checkpoints was also established to ensure the Kuwaiti population was put under control.

12. What were Saddam Hussein’s elite troops called?
Iraq's Army elite troops were referred to as The Republican Guard. The elite troops were reporting directly to Saddam Hussein.
13. What was the American public afraid the war with Iraq would become?
The American public anticipated and feared that the war with Iraq would result in another Vietnam.

14. What kinds of deadly weapons did Iraq have in 1990/1991? Did Saddam use
Chemical weapons in the past?
Iraq possessed chemical weapons such as R-400 bombs containing botulinum toxin, others with aflatoxin and anthrax. Iraq also had SCUD warheads which were filled with anthrax, aflatoxin, and botulinum. Saddam had also used chemical weapons during the 1980-1988 war between Iran and Iraq.






















15. How many coalition troops were waiting to liberate Kuwait?
The number of coalition troops that were waiting to liberate Kuwait was 750,000 troops.
16. What happened on January 17th, 1991?
On January 17th, the long-threatened war broke intending to drive the army of president Saddam from Kuwait and its territories.
17. What country did Iraq attack with Scud missiles on January 19th? Why?
On January 19th, Iraq attacked Israel with Scud missiles. The reason behind this was that the two countries did not have any diplomatic kind of relation, Iraq also neither recognized Israel.
18. How did the American military try to portray the war to the American media?
This war was referred to as the television war. The satellite technologies and the access to military innovations resulted in the media accessing the army activities and progress.

19. Why did Saddam order the oil wells in Kuwait blown up?
Saddam lost hope when he realized the war was over. Since he could expand his territories by having Kuwait, he did not want anybody to benefit from its riches hence he sent men to blow up the oil wells.

20. What were the two goals of the U.S. lead coalition during the ground war?
Win the war in the air and reduce combat on the ground as much as possible.
Destruction of Iraqi air force early.
21. How did the air war destroy the Iraqis Army’s will to fight?
The Iraqi air force was destroyed while in the air before they could land for the ground war.

22. What advantages did American tanks have over Iraqi tanks?
American tankers fired from a distance of 2500 meters which Iraq was not aware of. The American tankers were fast, accurate, and highly skilled.

23. How did the “highway of death” change world perspectives on the war?

Hundreds of Iraqi troops along this road hence it was referred to as the highway of death. The scenes are currently recognized as images of the war.

24. How long did Saddam Hussein rule after the Persian Gulf War?
It took nine months in office for Saddam then his downfall began.
25. How did the fear of another “Vietnam” lead America to use technology to dominate future wars? Did the public fear of another Vietnam lead to an incomplete victory in the Gulf War in 1991?
The war of Vietnam affected the united society in various aspects of the society. Saddam has been brought down from power, presence of American in the Arab region send insights of another Vietnam in future. Using technology to dominate future wars was a way of been prepared for future wars basing on previous experiences. Fear for another Vietnam led to the incomplete victor in the gulf war.
